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STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN!
On and after July 1, 1918, the price of The Democrat will be $1.50 per year in advance.

There is no need to tell our readers why the price is advanced, though many of them do not
remember the conditions prevailing in the newspaper business at the time the price of 1 per
year was made. Previous to and at the time of the establishment of The Democrat the price
of country newspapers was $1.50 per year, and the size 6 columns to the page.

We have been referring to our files at that time and find the top price for hogs to be $3.00,
cattle $3.25, wheat 70c, oats 13c, corn 20, butter 6c to 12c, lard 4jc to 5c, potatoes 20c. Print
paper, ink and everything in the art of printing was at the same low level.

Remember, this rate goes into effect July 1. Most of our readers are paid up until Janu-
ary 1, 1919; some until 1920. The new rate does not effect those paid ahead. It only begins
at the expiration of the time paid for. Back subscription up to July' 1 is payable at the old
rate. Renewals and new subscriptions will be taken up to and including Saturday night,
June 28, at the old rate of $1 per year. Dollar papers have had their day.

LONDON. June 20. Seiious riotinsr has broken out in
Vienna, savs an Excbantre Teleerraph dispatch from Amsterdam.
The mob has invaded a number
of the premier and also one of
.ho mpssflffi adds.

f!iivn.lrv is burner rushed to
ia nmhahle. it is stated, that martial law will be proclaimed.

The rioting was in protest
ration.

OUTBREAKS
THIRTY-TW- O MORE OBSCURE THEFTS

CALLED TO COLORS
lads will form the next contingentThirty-tw- o Mercer County

of selects for Camp Sherman.
I J i il... -

LONDON, June 20. Heavily-censore- d private messages
in Stockholm indicate that peace demonstractions were They leave this city next Tues

. t .1 - ..

" . i ..v.j
I ttb ui. uver biie ViiiciiuittW mwiuern WIW me conun
fenfa of the, ronntiea to tho nnrth rvf na Prn.ntin. Ati.

. v -l.u i s r,...i: UomK,,,,,liem leuuuuij- - m """hworkmen were killed and many
patch to the Morning Post from ..jiomuus, Aiiuwas in iass o, recently unuerging a minor opera

asued to be sent out witD the boysmilitary dispersed crowds of demonstrants.
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ITALIAN ARMY AEADQUARTERS, June 20. Realiza
tion that the Austrian offensive
troobs to a desperate resistance
continued today around the Montello plateau on the north, and
near San Dona di Piave on the south.

On Myntello, which is hilly and wooded, the opposing forces
frami on t. v atiimhipd unoti earn
t.i n era nlronvs result in sham encdlinters.

The SDirit of the Italian troops is at a high pitch despite
wounds, loss of sleep and constant movements made necessary
by the conditions of the terreain

YANKS HIT
WITH THE FRENCH ARMIES IN THE FIELD, June 19.

A morion trnons inflicted the createst losses on two German
shock divisions (24,000 men) in
front, according to German prisoners.

Some companies were reduced to 40 infantrymen. Others
lnot 9 nut of fii rpflpmen. One of the machine gun sections was
faAnnaA from 17 to fi VP men. One
lost all its officers except one.

The charges of carrying concealed
weapons, UHing concealed weapons in a
threatening manner, and rape, were
filed in 'Suire Scratiton's court againut
Chas. Taylor by Walter Howell, and at a
preliminary hearing last rriday morn-
ing the case against Taylor was continued
until June Z6.

COLDWATER TO

HONOR SELECTS

Coldwater people will have charge of
the exercises that will pfffde the de-

parture of the 32 selects for Camp Sher
man next Tuesday, the 25th. No prog-
ram of the exercised has yet been issued,
but that it will conform in spirit with
the patriotic anil heartfelt contributions
that has sent former contingents away
need never be doubted. Coldwater has
inrnislied her quota on each occasion,
and will not be found wauting in any
capacity next Tuesday.

AmongSoldierLads
Roy Schleucher, aged 29, a son of Dr

Herman Schleucher, a former residen
of this city, and a brother of Ear
Schleucher of Hopewell township, died
at one of the training camps a few days
since. He leaves a wife and two child
ren, residents of Chicago.

Five more Mercer county boys left for
Cine nnati last Saturday, where they en
tered the mechanical division of Uncle
Sam's army. The lads volunteering
their services were Carl E. Myrenius, of
this city; Earl McKinley Rhoades, of
Mendon, and Roscoe hoss, John Deppin
and John bchmitz, all of Coldwater.

Henry Kohnen, of St. Henry, has been
appointed a deputy in County Treasurer
linker office, succeeding his brother
Joe, who left last Saturday for Cincinna
ti, where he offered his services to the
mechanical division of the National
armv. He went with an Auglaize coun
ty contingent.

Dr. Clarence Schiracks,of Camp Mills,
L.I.,isatbis home at St. Henry on a
short furlough.

The local draft board received a bulle
tin on the 13th inst. stating that the new
registrants, young men 21 years of age,
will be required to fill out a questionaire.
The forms will be some different from
the former ones. All men who are re
jected at the training camps are placed
in Class 5, and will be held tor lurther
military service as soon as they become
physically qualified.

John Pond, who has been signed up
for railroad work, on a call on the local
draft board for limited service, left for
Vancouver Barracks, Washington, this
week.

Dr. Leo Courtright, of Davton, former
well known Celina boy, has enlisted for
service in the U. a. medical corps, ac
cording to a message received in this
city by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. T. J.
Courtright.

ARMY OFFICER

UNDER ARREST

Shadow of Complicity In War Graft
ing Extends to Scc-e- s of Business
Men, Attorneys, Secretaries of Con-

gressmen and Others Large Num
ber of Cases Not Prompted by Sin-

ister Motives, it Is Said.

Washington, June 19. Lieutenant
James C. Staley, a reserve army off-

icer, was arrested in New York on a
charge of accepting money from the
Truofit Raincoat company of New

York for a contract which he prom-

ised to procure. The arrest was the
result of the government's pursuit ot
illegal profiteers on war contracts.

The arrest was made by depart-
ment of justice agents, who had fol-

lowed the officer during his Inspec-

tion of the plant of the raincoat com-

pany, whose proprietors acted in co-

operation witn the government to de-

tect the fraud.
Lieutenant Staley made a complete

confession of his part in the transac-
tion, department of justice officials
said, and gave much valuable In-

formation which may lead to the de-

tection of other cases of fraud. Hs J.
will be tried by a courtmartial.

Officials intimated that other ar-

rests may be made soon in connec-
tion with the charges on which four
men are now under indictment here,
conspiracy to violate federal laws
forbidding the subletting of contracts
and payment of contingent fees.

The shadow of complicity has ex-

tended to scores of businessmen and
attorneys In Washington, New York,
Boston and other cities, and even to
a few secretaries of members ot con-
gress. These men promised to use
their Influence with government off-
icials, J.army officers or members of
congress to assure the awarding of
contracts to special concerns, and in
turn were to receive compensation if
the contracts were landed.

A large number of these cases, dis
closed by correspondence and other of
documents seized in the simultaneous ly,

raids on offices of several hundred
manufacturing plants, were not
prompted by sinister motives, off-
icials believe, and prosecutions will
not follow. Many others, however
appear the result of carefully planned
plots to squeeze millions from con-
tractors, who In turn were to add the of
contingent fees to prices which ths
government was required to pay.

Whether many of the contracts
proved tainted with contingent fee for
fraud will he repudiated by the gov-
ernment is considered doubtful, in
view of the need for speed to produc
Ing supplies, but it is probable that
the amount of the commissions will
bs deducted before final payment is
made.

WEEKLY REVIEW OF WAR

The damage suit brought against the
Rockford Electric Light Co. by C. I.
Schumm. administrator of the estate of
the late Jeanette Schumm. of Blackcreek
towimhip, for the sum of 15,000, was
brought to a clot in the Common Pleas
Court of this citv last Tuesday, when a
compromise wan effected by the payment
of $ 1, 500 to the plaintiff.

J he suit was filed in Mar a vear ago.
and grew out of the death of Mrs. Jean-ett- a

Schumm, who was instantly killed
by an electric current while she was in
the act of operating a washing machine,
the power being furnished bv the com-
pany's plant at Rockford. The accident
resulting in the woman's death occurred
September 11, 1916.

WHAT MERCER

COUNTY WOMEN

AREASREDTODO

The following is Mercer county's quo
to for Red Cross work, which is printed
for the benefit of local workers, that
they may know what is expected of
them:

100 girls' dresses, serge, 2 2 yards,
14 years.

200 girls' pinafores, tateen, 2 2 yards,
14 years.

250 men's uuderdrawers, short, canton
flannel, 2 8 yards.

250 men's undershirts, canton flannel.
2 yards.

150 women's housegowns. dark oat
flannel, 4 2 yards, medium.

250 women s morning jackets, dark
out flannel, 3 yards, medium.

The knitting quota for Mercer county:
100 helmets.
2,000 pairs socks.
1,000 sweaters.

THE GRIM REAPER

Jacob Miller, a well known resident of
Blackcreek township, this county, died
at his home there last Saturday, aged 75
years, 3 months and o days. Funeral
services were held on Tuesday, June 18,
at the Zion Evangelical Lutheran church
at Chattanooga by the pastor, W. F. H.
Uener. I lie remains of the deceased
were laid to rest in the mausoleum, near
Zion cemetery.

Mrs. Joseph Davis, aged 58. died at
her home at St. Henry last Friday.
While in ill health for some time, ber
sudden death was nnlooked for. The
deceased lady is survived by her husband
and four children Alfred Davis. Mrs.
Walter Myers, and Misses Alma and
Nellie Davis. Funeral services were held
Monday and her remains taken to Ver
sailles for interment.

MANY TAKING ADVANTAGE

OF OLD DOLLAR RATE

Many of our old subscribers are taking
advantage of the dollar rate to push their
subscriptions ahead two or three years,
which they are at liberty to do any time
the present month, as the f 1.50 rate does
not go into effect until Tulv 1. Then the
dollar rate is off for good. Keep this in
mind if you are interested.

A great program is being arranged for
Children's Day by the Hope Sunday-scho- ol

in Hopewell township next Sun
day evening, the 23rd.

MONTE Z1
Homer Schamp and family, of St.

Marys, and Z. T. Long and family spent
Sunday with A. C. Long and family:

Grandma Cochran is better at this
writing.

The funeral ot Willard Monroe's babe
here Monday was largely attended.

Mrs. btephen dray called on Mrs.
Collins and mother Saturday.

Mrs. (.hloe Simpson, ot Columbus, is
spending a week's vacation with her
parents, John Moore and wife.

Deputy btieritt Kice and son Mark, of
Davton, O., are spending a week's vaca
tion with John Moore and family.

Ullie cencebaugn spent Sunday with
H. Cencebaugh and family.

W. M. (jolson and tamily spent Sun
day with Ray Hanna and family at New
Weston.

J. F. Lane and family, of Coaltown;
Roscoe Lane and family, Chas. Lane and
family, Glen Lane and family and Ed
Harnish, all of Nashville, O., were the
Sunday guests of J. N. Cencebaugh and
family.

Geo. Johnson and family, E. F. Smith
and family, Mrs. Clifford Moore, of Wy-ando- tt,

Mich., and Pete Teters and fam-
ily, of Celina, spent Sunday afternoon
with John Moore and family.

Henry Sanderson and family, A. L.
Bennett and family, of Darke county; Jv

Beauchamp and family; V. H. Bennett
and family and Ed Palmer and wife spent
Sunday with H. B. Bennett's.

Dr. and Mrs. W. W. Beauchamp, of
Lima, spent Sunday with the doctor's
mother, Mrs. S. A. Beauchamp.

Mrs. C. Tobin and children spent part
last week with her parents and fami
northeast of Coldwater.

J. W. Harrison and two daughters,
Mable and Lela; Geo. Lacy and wife and
Otis Tobin and family spent Sunday with
Albert Harrison and family.

N. E. Stafford and family and Miss
Bertha Wills took dinner with Mrs. Mary
Stafford.

Mrs. Chas. Cencebaugh and children,
Bradford, O., are spending a few days

here.

HERE'S YOUR CHANCE
Have you enlisted in the army of savers

your country and yourself? Buy War
Savings Stamps.

On and after July 1, 1918, The Demo-
crat and Cincinnati Daily Post, both on
year, will be $4 00.

Cinrlnratl Dally Post and Tea Demo-
crat, both on year, 1.0.

of bakeries stoning the residence
the wings of the Hofburg palace,

.

the capital to restore order. It

agajnst the reduction of the bread

IN GERMANY,

n,l Polmrnn. nndth.it tvprnl-- . -
persons arrested, says a ais- -

Stockholm. The police I

nrn

has failed, is spurring the Italian
along the Piave. Heavy fighting

otner unex itdfuiv. oucu mrc- -

at several points.

HIS HARD

the recent fighting on the Marne

battalion of the 40th Fusiliers

and thus gain a fair way to
the French capital, the maneuvers of
the German commanders have
brought to the German arms nothing
more than the obliteration of the
Novon salient and the capture of a
few unimportant positions southwest

1 of Soifwons, near the outskirts of the
Villers-Cottere- ts forest. In this drive
ihe German war office claimed the
capture of 16,000 men. American
troops played a prominent part in the
week's activities. In the Chateau
Thierry sector they pushed back 'the
enemy at several points and recov
ered Bellcau wood, recently lost By

the French. All counter attacks were
put down, with heavy losses to the
enemy.

June 18 Tome announced that
counter attacks by the Italians result
ed in the occupation by the allies of
ground won from them in the hill
country In the initial onslaught of
the Austrians and the rectification of
their lines, while a stiffening of the
front along the Piave river has made
Impossible, for the time being at
least, further fording of the stream
by the enemy. Hard fighting still is
in progress, however. The number of
prisoners taken by the allies has
reached 4,500, while the Austrians
have captured 12,000.

Northwest of Chateau Thierry, es
pecially in the Belleau wood, in the
Marne sector, the Germans are treat
ing the Americans to large waves of
gas and sheila. Their efforts have
gone unrewarded, however, so far as
breaking the line is concerned.

June 10 Rome announced that in
the Alps sector of the Italian battle
front, the Austrians have been unable
further to' advance their lines since
their initial onslaught. The allies de-

livered strong counter attacks and
regained lost ground. Vienna claims
gains along the Piave river and In-

crease of prisoners to 30,000.
Ambushed by a German force over

three times their strength, 13 Ameri-

can troops in a patrol venture the
night of June 13-1- In the LuneviUc
sorter, battled their way through the
enemy and returned to their ova
lines. All were wounded.

Putnam's total 13, supplaptmg Lieuten
as the American Ace of Aces.

been eclipsed only once during the war.

BEING CLEARED

The arrest of J. A. Meyers, a well
known farmer of Butler township, on
the 13th inst., is clearing up several mvs
terious thefts in the neghborhood south
west of this city. His latest exploit, and
the one that has proved his undoing, was
relieving a C. N. freight car of cement.
soap, prunes, candy, tobacco and other
things, a portion of his haul being found
at his home.

Two or three months ago Mrs. Joe
Meyers, a well-to-d- o widow residing
southwest of town, had some wheat she
had sacked for market stolen from her
premises, and it was recently discovered
that Meyers had disposed of it to the lo-
cal elevators, the sacks being identified
by bberilt Fumpurey.

At a preliminary hearing last Friday
before Justice Scranton, five charges
were lodged against Mevers four for
burglary and one for grand largeny. As
a result he was placed under a bond of
51,000 for his appearance in court, and
being unable to come across with it he
was sent to the county bastile.

Meyers has a wife and four children
ond a 70-ac- farm. The farm, however,
seems to be tied up in such a manner that
he cannot dispose of it.

Barn and Contents Burned
The large barn on the Sam Dixon

farm in Liberty township, and most of
the contents, were destroyed last Sun-
day evening by a fire of unknown origin.
It was with some difficulty that two val
uable horses were saved by Mr. Dixon,
so rapidly was the building consumed by
flames. The barn and contents were
valued at J2,000, partly covered by in
surance.

DRY WORKERS HAYE

MEETING W

The Dry Federation of Mercer county
will meet (Saturday) after
noon al 2 o'clock at the headquarters in
the Riley office, at the rear of' Hight's
drug store, on east Market street.

This is an important meeting, and it is
mperative that every member of each

committee be present, as there is busi
ness of an important character to be
transacted.

All petitions should be in at that time,
as these must be copied and into state
headquarters by the 1st of July.

W. E. TURNER, Chairman.
A. II . ROEBUCK, Secretary.

"IT'S YOUR FAIR"

Lisbon Woman Gets Prize For State
Fair Slogan.

Columbus, June 15. Ohio state fair
officials announced that Mrs. Sarah
Huite of Rural Route No. 1, Lisbon.
O., had been awarded the prize of $10
for submitting the best slogan for
this year's fair, ihe last week in Au-

gust. Her prize-winnin- g slopan was:
"It's Your Fair." According to the
tidies, this slogan was not duplicat

ed by any of the contestants. Many
thousands of slogans were suggested.

Struck by Train; Two Killed.
Dennison, O., June 18. Mr3. Frank

Grossharth, 31, and Earlyn Parrish.
daughter of Earl Parrish.

are dead, and Mrs. Earl Parrish, the
child's mother, is In a hospital, not
cxrected to live, as t!ie result of be
Ing struck by a train at a road crow-
ing five miles east of here.

Shipyard Workers Strike.
New York, June 19. One thousand

Brooklyn shipyard workers are on
strike ovei their onpositon to a new
foreman. WtiPn they learned that th
latter was to he at work over them
they quit without vor1. The fore-
man in qt'O-t'uii- , is rl:i!-.:- ;S hr the
workers, is ovc ' ir t!-'-

Local Driefs
The sugar bowl has again been with

drawn from the tables and lunch coun-
ters of the restaurants and hotels and
public eating places. It will be furnish-
ed on request.

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Brandon were
called to Lima yesterday by the death of

niece, Mrs. Gilbert Harris, a daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Brandon, former
residents of this citv.

Mrs. Earl Fennig, of Toledo, is here
for a visit with her parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Amos Agenbroad. Her father, for
many years an almost helpless invalid,
has been bedfast for more than a fort-
night.

Nearly two thousand Van Wert child
ren enjoyed their annual outing at Edge- -
water park, east ot town, last Friday.
The auto train that brought them to this
city consisted of 177 decorated cars.
About forty other cars preceded the pro-
cession to Celina.

Elza Kiser, a son of the late Commis
sioner Isaac Kiser, was locked up in jail
Wednesday evening after a hearing be-
fore Mayor Scranton on a charge of va
grancy, lie was given and costs.

few weeks ago be was warned bv the
officers here to hunt a job and he went to
Lima promising to do so. He returned
here a few days since, and it was found
that the only job he held at Lima was
that of loafing. He should be given

chain-gan- g job, and that p.d.q.

i l i 1 1 n
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iion to di nimsen ior service,
Tuesday and has been accepted.
which the 62 will be taken:

George Lacy, Montezuma
James Becher, Rockford
Clyde Byers, Willshire
Otto Breimeier, Ft. Recovery
William Nottingham, Celina
Peter Kessen, Coldwater
Arthur Nickel, Celina
Edward Worms, Coldwater
Ervin Smith, Celina
John A. Kuhn, Coldwater
Leo Rosengarten, Carthagena
Prank Kremer, Coldwater
Raymond Snyder, Celina
Earl Ransbottom, Coldwater
Albert Hassan, Coldwater
John Gallman, Mendon
Joe Ross, Willshire
Julius Bueller, Chickasaw

VETERAN JOE'S

CONVINCING WAY

Veteran Joe Shannon, residing alone
the h. B. & W. Railroad, north of Mer- -

celina Park, has a way of getting rid of
obnoxious visitors that is peculiarly his
own, and very effective if not strictly
according to legal hoyle. He had an
early Sunday morning visit from four
St. Marys boys who irritated him to such
an extent that he warned them off his
bis preserves and of the impending cy
clone. They did not take the warning
seriously and Joe let fly with his trusted
shotgun. One of the crowd, Lazarus
Bubt, caught the contents enough for
all of them as a local medical fixer
found 42 bird shot in the west end of
the young man going east. Monday Joe
was arrested for neat markmanship, to
which he 'fessed up and was given $ 1

and costs. We believe he got his mon-
ey's worth.

CHICKASAW

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Grieshop are the
proud parents of a charming little baby
girl.

The farmers in this vicinity are busv
hauling in bay.

Henry Renders and family were Min
ster visitors Sunday.

Fred Janning and wife, of St. Antho
ny, visited Wm. Gross and family bun- -

day.
J. Everman, of Dayton, visited rela

tives here a few davs this week.
M. D. Reber passed through here

Monday.
J. Grieshop visited relatives here this

week.
Henry Rengers was at Celina Tuesday.
Mrs. Jake Desh returned home from

Sidney Inst Sunday, where she spent a
week with her mother.

Mr. and Mrs. Goecke, of Maria Stein,
spent Sunday afternoon with Bada Kra-
mer.

Rev. George W. Horn, pastor Presby-
terian church, went to Chicago Monday
to deliver a series of patriotic addresses.

Ye Towne

By M. R. S., with apologies to K C.

Yesterday afternoon
For about an hour
I was riding on a car
And as I did not have
A newspaper to read
1 read the signs in the car
One of those signs
Had a horrid picture
That looked like the devil
Only he had on
A steel helmet
And wore a black mustache
Pointing upwards
And the sign said
"Defeat the Kaiser '
"And his
"Victory depends
"On which fails first
"Food or frightfulness
"Waste nothing"

Now some signs I see
Are soon forgotten
But that horrid picture
And those striking words
Stuck in my mind
For I know quite well
That during Inst year
The grain sunk by

,7.. . . .....
The following is the list from

Wm. Forsthoefel, Carthagena
James Gehron, Montezuma
Clifton Coate, Celina
William Weddle, Rockford
John Brigner, Burkettsville
Fred Rammel, Burkettsville
Raymond Harvey, Monroe
August Cole, Coldwater
Charles Schaadt, Celina
Charles Pontsler, Rockford
Carroll A. Stubbs. Celina
John H. Deiner, Celina
Carl Boroff, Mendon
John Powell, Celina
Joseph C. Eyink, Chickasaw
Thomas Wolf, Ft. Recovery
August Schroeder. Celina
Harvey Shock, Rockford

FAMOUS DUROC

FETCHES $635

James Staeger, member board town'
ship trustees and well known farmer, re'
siding east of town, held the ticket that
called for Henry Obrien's pedigreed Du- -
roc sow, his gift to the Red Cross, and
recently bid in at auction by a number of
Celina business men. They conceived
the idea of having her root some more
for the Red Cross, and tickets for 1 each
were sold, each carrying a chance for
the famous rooter J635 being realized.
Mr. Staeger proposes to hold the animal
until August, when it will again be of
fered in some public manner for the
benefit of the Y.M.C.A.

To enliven the occasion Saturday two
pedigreed roosters were donated to the
Red Cross, one by Henry Miesseand the
other by Wm. Smith. They were bid in
Edgar Dull, better known as "Doc,"
at $19.50. Probably he thinks of start-
ing a high-grad- e hennery.

IN CUPID'S DOMAIN

Mrs. Alice Weaver, of this city, and
Samuel E. Bock, a locomotive engiueer
of Cleveland, were united in marriage
here last Saturday afternoon, 'Squire
Scrauton performing the service. They
will make their home in Cleveland.

Miss Minnie Kremer and John Ahrns
were wedded at the local Catholic church
last Tuesday morning, Rev. Ernest
Hefele performing the marriage service.
They were attended by the bride's sister,
Clara Kremer, and the groom's brother,
Leo Ahrns, of Philothea. After the cer-
emony a wedding breakfast was served
at the home of Stelzer, an
uncle of the groom.

The bride is a daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Kremer, of Ratcliff, Ark., but has
been making her home in this county the
past three years. The groom is a son of
Mr. and Mrs. Wm Ahrns, of Philothea,
and a deputy in the County Auditor's
office. The young couple have been
spending their honeymoon at Detroit,
and on their return will be at home to
their friends on East Anthony street.

Gossipe

B., somewhere in Massachusetts.

Totaled fight million bushels
And I know how badly
Our armies and our Allies
And the Belgians and Armen

ians
Needed that food

But the more I thought
The more I wondered
Why it is we Americans a

Are so much concerned
About the German ts

But seem so little concerned
About our German brewers
For during the same year
The brewers in this country
The Kaiser's Allies in Amer-

ica
Sunk sixty eight million bush-

els
Of precious grain
Down the throats
Of our citizens
Making them drunk
And unfit for work
And then I understood A

v Why premier Lloyd George
Said what be did !

I thank you
MARK R. SUAW a

Tho long-awaite- d Austrian offen-

sive was launched Saturday along the
front of the Italian theater from the
northwest of the Asiago plateau east-

ward to the Piave river and thence
along that stream to where it joins

the head waters of the Adriatic sea.

a front of nearly 100 miles.
The Austrian, having made exten-

sive preparations for the drive by
bringing up strong reinforcements in
men and guns, are using them with-

out stint In the effort to debouch
from the mountain passes and cross
the Piave river and gain the Venetian
plains.

Everywhere the fighting Is of aa
extremely sanguinary character, es-

pecially east ot the Asiago plateau,
in the Brenta valley, and on the
Monto Grappa, In the Initial strug-

gle the enemy succeeded in capturing
several front-lin- e positions in the
mountain region from the British and
also In crossing the Piave. Counter
attacks, however, have restored all
the positions In the mountains, in-

cluding territory to a depth of 1,000

yards along a 2,500-yard- s front cap-

tured from the British. At last ac-

counts the allied troops were strong-;l- y

holding the enemy and King Victor
Emmanuel's men were gallantly
striving to throw back the invaders
across the Piave. The Italian have
taken more than 3,000 Austrians
prisoners, among them 89 officers.

As yet the Vienna war office has
given only brief mention to the bat-tl- e,

saying that the Austrian armies
had Invaded the Settue Comunl plat-

eau, lying at an altitude of 3,400 feet
northwest of Asiago, and that up to
noon Sunday more than 10,000 Ital-

ian, English and French soldiers and
a considerable number of guns had
been captured.

The attempted dVive by the armies
of the German crown prince toward
Paris was checked during the week.

With thousands of their men hav-

ing been fed to the guns on the
and Solssons-Vlller-s

Cotterets sectors In the effort to
Stereo fhe allied lines la these re--

Yank Downs Five Germans in One Day

PARIS, June 15. Sergeant David E. Putnam, of Brookhne, JIass., is report-
ed to have downed five Germans on June 10. Three of Putnam's aerial victories
now are official and the other two are under investigation. This record, if the five
victories are officially accredited, makes
ant Frank Baylies, of New Bedford, Mass.,

The feat accredited to Sergeant Putnam is the most notable perfornianed by
n American aviator and has probably

The only other aviator getting a larger bag of enemy airplanes in a single day is
Lieutenant Rene Fonck, a French ace, who on May 9 brought down six German

WmCSergent Putnam Is a descendant of Israel Putnam. On April 29, it was an-

nounced that he had been awarded the war cross by the French government.


